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2001 LeEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES FOR THE PORT INDUSTRY

Federal Investment in Navigation Safety Programs is Essential

National Ocean Service
Navigation Safety Services

ItisaFederal responsibility to appropriate adequate
resourcesfor navigation safety, including U.S. Coast
Guard and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) navigation aid programs.
AAPA advocatesfor increased funding and strong
Federal support for navigation servicesin Fisca Year
(FY) 2002, including:

*  Mappingand Charting;

* Tidesand Currents,

» thePhysica Oceanographic and Real-Time
Systems (PORTYS); and

» theCoast Guard'snavigation ass stance sex-
vices,

Providing adeguate resourcesto maintain modern and
accurate navigation aidsmust beanational priority,
becausethese programsprovidecritica environmen-
tal protection and safety toolsfor theentire maritime
industry and enhance U.S. competitiveness.

Safenavigation isoneof thefundamental underpin-
ningsof our national economy. Safety dependson
accuratecharts, red-timeinformation and vess traffic
systems. The safety record of commercial shipping
inthiscountry isexemplary and maritime accidents
arefew and far between—atestament to the skills of
thepilotsand marinerswho guide commercial ships
into and out of ports. These pilotscannot do their
jobsif the Federa government doesnot providethem
withthe necessary tools.

Hydrographic Services
Improvement Act

TheHydrographic ServicesImprovement Actisleg-
idation approved in 1998, which authorizesfunding
for NOAA navigation services. TheActwasintended
to provide the framework for catching up with the
survey backlog and for moderni zing navigation safety
operations. Despiteattemptsto raisethebar andin-
crease support for these essential programs, funding
haslagged for new technol ogiesand modernizing gov-
ernmental programs mandated to support thismis-
sion. Asaresult, marinersand the marine environ-
ment are unnecessarily put at risk and NOAA cannot
meet the growing needs of themaritimeindustry.

Sincethe Hydrographic ServicesImprovement Act
expiresat theend of 2001, itisessentia that legida
tion bereauthorized during the 107" Congresstoim-
provethe conditionsof these navigation safety toals.

PORTS

Physical Oceanographic Real-Time Systems
(PORTS) alow marinersto better understand the
conditionsfaced when entering aport and reduce the
risk of oil spillsand other environmental disasters.
AAPA advocates Federal funding of theinstallation
and ongoing operations of PORTSto help prevent
ship groundingsand collisions. Currently thereare
only five PORTS systems—the port authorities of
New York and New Jersey, Tampa, Houston, San
Francisco and Narranganset Bay. Morethan 30 other
port areas across the United States have expressed
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interestiningtaling thistechnol ogy to prevent groundings
andimprove safety.

InFY 2001, PORT Sreceived dmost $2.8 millionwithin
the Tidesand Currentslineitem—an amount requested
by the President for NOAA to maintainthiscritical navi-
gation program. Though thiswasanimprovement over
FY 2000, it doesnot go far enough toward meeting the
growing demands. PORT Sshould havereceived theto-
tal authorized $11.5 millionincreasetothe Tidesand Cur-
rentslineitemin Fiscal Year 2001 to ensurethat it be-
comesanationally viableprogram.

Updated Nautical Charts

Most maritime nationshave built, or arein the processof
building, electronic vector chart databases called ENCs.
NOAA isrespongiblefor providing marinerswith official
electronic vector charting data. Commercial software
vendorsthen devel op gpplicationsto display and manipu-
latethe NOAA-produced data. TheU.S. attempt to build
vector chartshaslagged dueto alack of funding. Infact,
NOAA hasbeen unableto aggressively implement vec-
tor dectronic navigationd chartsininternationdly approved
formats. It will take$10 million above current FY 2001
funding levelsfor NOAA to implement and maintainits
auiteof chartsintheinternationaly compliant vector, dec-
tronic navigationd chart format withinfiveyears.

Coast Guard Programs

AAPA supportsthe continued maintenance of established
Coast Guard programs such asthe Portsand Waterways
Safety Systems, and ice breaking where desired by the
local port and shippinginterests. AAPA urgesthat suffi-
cient funds be appropriated by Congress. Inaddition,
AAPRA isgenerdly supportiveof the AIS (Autométic | den-
tification System) approach to vessd traffic management
aslong asit isdone on aport-by-port basis with input
fromthelocd stakeholder community. Accordingtothe
1999 Marine Transportation System Report, An Assess-
ment of the Marine Transportation System, navigation
safety depends on ensuring that traffic controlsand navi-
gation ass stance can provide order and predictability into
traffic flowswhiles multaneoudy maximizing system ca-
pacity for safevessel movement. Itiscritical that Con-
gressand the Administration recognizetheimportant role
the Coast Guard plays on the nation’s waterways and
provide adequate resourcesfor their continued success.

No New Taxes

AAPA opposesnew taxesto fund aidsto navigation. A
diverse congtituency, including the nation’ sdefense agen-
cies, emergency responseagencies, flood control groups,
fishermen, recregtiona and scientificinterests, cruiseves-
sl s, ferries, and others, usesthese navigation safety aids.
Further, the maritime community isalready paying mil-
lionsof dollarsin user feesand U.S. portsbelievethat
aidsto navigation should continueto befunded from ex-
isling revenues.

To Learn More...Visit AAPA’s Website at www.aapa-ports.org/govrelations/
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